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This collision with Scottish conservative ecclesi-
asticism was nearly contemporaneous with the
change which has since determined my career.
In May 1856 Sir William Hamilton died. The
abolition, a few years before, of the ecclesiastical
test which retained the Chairs of Philosophy ex-
clusively for the Established Church of Scotland
had deprived my office of its justification. The
project of "a Free University" had precipitated
this change. It was my duty to appear as a
candidate for the vacant chair of Logic and
Metaphysics; not without misgiving when I
thought of its recent illustrious history, and
when I compared myself with competitors, among
whom Ferrier and Scott of Manchester were
chief. But I was encouraged by the support of
Cousin and Ke"musat in France, Brandis at Bonn,
and high philosophical authorities in England and
America. A contest of unexampled severity en-
sued, in the end without alienation of friendship.
I enjoyed cordial intercourse with Ferrier and
Scott while they lived, , and afterwards with
Ferrier's family, in some of the happiest experi-
ence of later life. represented liberal
